
— TOP TAKEAWAYS —

Learning Loss
SCHOOL CLOSURES AND REMOTE LEARNING HURT 

ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE AND LEARNING
 �Covid-era education policies compounded an already dire literacy crisis. Students 

entered the pandemic with weak academic skills, with only one-third of students 
reading proficiently and less than one-quarter of 12th graders proficient in math in 2019.

 �According to a McKinsey study, students didn’t just miss out on academic knowledge: 
“They are at risk of finishing school without the skills, behaviors, and mindsets to 
succeed in college or in the workforce.”

 �Children are Covid’s lowest-risk demographic, but K-12 students have suffered the most 
throughout the pandemic at the hands of negligent school district officials and powerful 
teachers unions. 

THE MOST VULNERABLE CHILDREN SUFFERED THE MOST
 �Studies show that children who had not learned to read before schools closed in 

March 2020 are still struggling with reading, with the lowest performers being English 
language learners and students with disabilities.

 �Socio-economic achievement gaps increased significantly during the pandemic, leaving 
kids in poverty behind.

 �When schools closed, students with disabilities lost their daily structure and routine; 
their access to speech, occupational, or physical therapy; and their classroom 
accommodations and assistance.

SCHOOL CHOICE IS A SOLUTION TO REPAIR LEARNING LOSS
 �School districts are not using federal emergency relief funding to address the learning 

loss that masking and remote school policies caused. 

 �Policymakers should empower parents to leave their public schools and enroll their 
children in alternative educational options.

 �State and local leaders should fund students directly by either redirecting existing 
K-12 education funding or using federal American Rescue Plan funds to create flexible 
education savings accounts (ESA).

Click HERE ‌to‌ ‌read‌ ‌the‌ ‌full‌ ‌policy‌ ‌focus‌ ‌and‌ ‌learn‌ ‌more‌ ‌about‌ learning loss. 

https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/subject/publications/stt2019/pdf/2020014NP4.pdf
https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/education/our-insights/covid-19-and-education-the-lingering-effects-of-unfinished-learning
https://data.cdc.gov/NCHS/Provisional-COVID-19-Deaths-Focus-on-Ages-0-18-Yea/nr4s-juj3
https://www.renaissance.com/how-kids-are-performing/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/brown-center-chalkboard/2022/03/03/the-pandemic-has-had-devastating-impacts-on-learning-what-will-it-take-to-help-students-catch-up/
https://www.iwf.org/2022/05/04/policy-focus-learning-loss/

