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— TOP TAKEAWAYS —

Gun Control Doesn’t Make Us Safer

OUR GUN CONTROL POLICIES AREN’T WORKING

e Gun control legislation does not focus on the root causes of human behavior, including
violence, crime, and untreated mental illness. At the heart of gun control initiatives is the
hope that criminals will obey the law, but, in fact, they rarely do.

e Some people believe that having more guns in more public places will inevitably lead to
more gun violence, but a full 94% of mass shootings take place in gun-free zones.

e Only 1.3% of criminals obtained their firearms through retail stores. So 98.7% of guns
used in crimes are obtained elsewhere—black market, stolen, etc.

GUNS CAN BE VITAL FOR SELF-DEFENSE

e There are far more defensive uses of guns than murders in a given year. And many of
these defensive uses of firearms happen without a shot being fired.

e Concealed carriers are the most law-abiding segment of the population, even more law-
abiding than law enforcement itself.

e In schools, armed school staff can protect students from shooters. Armed school staff
programs are in place in 34 states, and the trend line for shootings in armed schools is
flat—at zero.

CARRYING A FIREARM IS A PERSONAL CHOICE

e Carrying a firearm is a very serious choice, and it’s a choice many people won’t make.
Everyone’s life circumstances are unique to his or her situation.

¢ Many women choose a firearm because it is “the great equalizer.” Women who are
victims of violence are statistically smaller in stature than their assailants. There might
also be multiple assailants.

e The key is choice for self-defense. If a firearm is not the right choice for any individual,
then that is her choice. But the government—at any level—should not determine that
choice.

Click HERE to read the policy focus and learn more about gun control in the U.S.


https://crimeresearch.org/2018/06/more-misleading-information-from-bloombergs-everytown-for-gun-safety-on-guns-analysis-of-recent-mass-shootings/
http://https://bjs.ojp.gov/library/publications/source-and-use-firearms-involved-crimes-survey-prison-inmates-2016
https://crimeresearch.org/2021/10/the-sun-times-there-are-far-more-defensive-gun-uses-than-murders-heres-why-you-rarely-hear-of-them/
https://www.dailywire.com/news/report-concealed-carry-permit-holders-are-most-law-aaron-bandler
https://slowfacts.wordpress.com/2022/08/09/repost-34-states-have-a-path-for-teachers-to-carry-firearms-should-n-c-be-next/
https://crimeresearch.org/2019/05/major-new-research-on-school-safety-schools-that-allow-teachers-to-carry-guns-havent-seen-school-shootings-during-school-hours/
https://www.iwf.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/policy-focus-gun-control-doesnt-keep-us-safer.pdf
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