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Our country is fortunate to have a growing number of women with the skills and experience 
that qualifies them to serve in leadership positions in our government.

Of course, IWF believes that women and men should be judged on their merits, not on their 
sex to reach some arbitrary goal of a certain gender balance. We suspect that those who 
lament the under-representation of certain groups agree and that a shared philosophy is 
more important to them as well.

IWF has created a binder of highly qualified women in hopes that they will be recognized 
for high office and can advance our shared vision of a limited government and greater 
economic liberty.

The liberal National Organization of Women said “[t]here is no doubt that qualified women 
exist for each and every position [President Barack Obama] will be called to fill” for this 
second-term cabinet.

Isn’t this what NOW had in mind?

Independent Women’s Forum is a non-partisan, 501(c)(3) research and educational institution dedicated to expanding the 
conservative coalition, both by increasing the number of women who understand and value the benefits of limited government, 
personal liberty, and free markets, and by countering those who seek to ever expand government in the name of protecting women.

http://www.iwf.org
http://action.now.org/p/dia/action/public/?action_KEY=7132
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Christie Herrera is vice president of policy at the Foundation for Government 

Accountability (FGA), a Florida-based public policy research and advocacy 

organization. At FGA, Christie drives the development and promotion of market-based 

public policy in Florida and nationwide.

Most recently, Christie served as director of the Health and Human Services Task 

Force at the American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC), a nationwide, nonpartisan 

association of state legislators. During her time at ALEC, 38 states enacted model legis-

lation drafted by ALEC’s Health and Human Services Task Force. Christie has also been a 

key figure in galvanizing state pushback against the harmful effects of the federal health 

law. A bipartisan collection of 14 states have enacted ALEC’s Health Care Freedom Act, 

a measure designed to protect patients’ rights and block a government requirement to 

purchase health insurance. She has testified before Congress and legislatures in 13 states, 

and she has been a featured speaker to legislative caucuses, nonprofit organizations, 

and business groups across the country. Her policy work has been covered by the New 

York Times, the Washington Post, the Wall Street Journal, the Economist, Politico, and 

Fox News Channel, among other media outlets. Herrera holds a B.S. in communications 

studies and an M.S. in political science from Florida State University.
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As director of the Center for Health Policy Studies at the Heritage Foundation, Nina 

Owcharenko oversees research and policy prescriptions on such issues as health care 

reform on the federal and state levels, Medicare and Medicaid, children’s health and 

prescription drugs.

Owcharenko, who joined Heritage in 2001, has made the case for consumer-based 

health policy solutions on dozens of radio and television programs and has been pub-

lished in such noted policy journals as Health Affairs. Owcharenko well knows the inner 

workings of Congress, having worked for nearly a decade as a Capitol Hill staffer. She 

served as legislative director to Sen. Jim DeMint (R-S.C.) when he was a representative 

and to Rep. Sue Myrick (R-N.C.). She began her Hill career on the staff of the late Sen. 

Jesse Helms (R-NC).

In 2008, Owcharenko won Heritage’s prestigious W. Glenn and Rita Ricardo Camp-

bell Award in recognition of specialized but high-profile work on the uninsured and 

related issues, in particular the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP). 

Owcharenko received a bachelor’s degree in political science from the University of 

North Carolina-Chapel Hill in 1994. 

NINA OWCHARENKO
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Sally Pipes is President and CEO of the Pacific Research Institute, a San Francisco-based 

think tank founded in 1979. Her views on health care have appeared in a special report 

of the world’s 30 leading health care experts published by Forbes.com entitled, “Solu-

tions: Health Care” and in Steve Forbes’ latest book How Capitalism Can Save Us. As a 

health care expert, Ms. Pipes has debated Paul Krugman, Princeton economics professor 

and New York Times columnist, in New York at Rockefeller University. She served as one 

of Mayor Rudy Giuliani’s four health care advisors in his bid for the Republican nomina-

tion for president in 2008. She appeared in Michael Moore’s movie “Sicko,” and has testi-

fied before federal committees and state legislatures. She’s authored two books: Miracle 

Cure: How to Solve America’s Health Care Crisis and Why Canada Isn’t the Answer and 

The Top Ten Myths of American Health Care: A Citizen’s Guide.

SALLY PIPES
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SALLY SATEL

Sally Satel, M.D., a practicing psychiatrist and lecturer at the Yale University School 

of Medicine, examines mental health policy as well as political trends in medicine. 

Her publications include PC, M.D.: How Political Correctness Is Corrupting Medicine; 

The Health Disparities Myth; When Altruism Isn’t Enough: The Case for Compensating 

Organ Donors; and One Nation under Therapy, coauthored with Christina Hoff 

Sommers. 

She has served as a member of the National Advisory Council for Mental Health 

Services and in many other posts as a staff psychiatrist and lecturer. Satel received her 

M.D. at Brown University, her M.S. at University of Chicago, and her B.S. from Cornell 

University.
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Dr. Helen Smith is a forensic psychologist and a distinguished writer who has written 

for a variety of publications, including The L.A. Times, The Christian Science Moni-

tor and The Cleveland Plain Dealer. Her book, The Scarred Heart: Understanding and 

Identifying Kids Who Kill, was released in 2000. She also was the writer and executive 

producer of Six, a documentary about the murder of a family in Tennessee by teens 

from Kentucky.
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Grace-Marie Turner is president of the Galen Institute, a public policy research organi-

zation that she founded in 1995 to promote an informed debate over free-market ideas 

for health reform. She testifies regularly before Congress and advises senior govern-

ment officials, governors, and state legislators on health policy. She is a co-author 

of Why ObamaCare Is Wrong for America, and editor of Empowering Health Care Con-

sumers through Tax Reform.

Turner served a three-year term as a member of the National Advisory Council of 

Healthcare Research and Quality and served as a member of the Medicaid Commis-

sion, charged with making recommendations to modernize and improve Medicaid. 

Turner is founder and facilitator of the Health Policy Consensus Group which serves as 

a forum for analysts from market-oriented think tanks around the country to analyze 

and develop policy recommendations. She received the 2007 Outstanding Achieve-

ment Award for Promotion of Consumer Driven Health Care from Consumer Health 

World, and she serves on the board of the Association of Private Enterprise Education.

GRACE-MARIE TURNER
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Vicki (Murray) Alger, Ph.D., is a Fellow at the Independent Women’s Forum and at 

the Independent Institute in Oakland, California, working on a book examining the 

30-year history of the U.S. Department of Education. Dr. Alger’s research focuses on 

education reform measures to improve academic accountability at all levels, promote 

a competitive education climate, and increase parents’ control over their children’s 

education. She has advised the U.S. Department of Education on public school 

choice and higher education reform. She has also advised education policymakers 

in more than 30 states, provided expert testimony before state legislative education 

committees, served on two national accountability task forces, and her research was 

used as part of the successful legal defense of Arizona’s flagship tax-credit scholarship 

program in the U.S. Supreme Court in 2011 (Winn v. Garriott). Prior to her career in 

education policy, Dr. Alger taught college-level courses in American politics, English 

composition and rhetoric, and early British literature. She has lectured at universities 

nationwide, including the U.S. Military Academy, West Point. Dr. Alger received her 

Ph.D. in political philosophy from the Institute of Philosophic Studies at the University 

of Dallas, where she was an Earhart Foundation Fellow.

VICKI ALGER
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Allison Kasic is a nationally recognized Title IX scholar. She is an alumna of the 

Mercatus Center M.A. Fellowship at George Mason University. Allison is currently 

employed with the Charles Koch Foundation. Before joining the Mercatus Center M.A. 

Fellowship, Allison worked at the Independent Women’s Forum as a senior policy 

analyst and director of the R. Gaull Silberman Center for Collegiate Studies. In these 

roles, she coordinated IWF’s higher education policy agenda and student programs, 

in addition to writing on domestic policy topics including entitlement reform, labor 

regulations, and K-12 education. Her work has been published in outlets such as The 

Weekly Standard, The Christian Science Monitor, and National Review Online, where 

Allison was also a contributor to the higher education blog Phi Beta Cons. Allison 

graduated summa cum laude from Bucknell University in 2005 with a degree in 

management and is a 2008 graduate of the Koch Associate Program.

ALLISON KASIC
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Darcy Olsen serves as president and CEO of the Goldwater Institute, a groundbreaking 

state research and litigation center for conservative policy in the United States. 

Under Olsen’s leadership, the Goldwater Institute has acted as a policy architect for 

successful state level reforms, including school choice laws, initiatives to protect 

private property, and tax cuts. An authority on state policy trends in education reform, 

economic policy, and government reform, Olsen has been a guest on National Public 

Radio, the O’Reilly Factor, and the former Dennis Miller Show, and appears regularly 

on Arizona’s Horizon and Sunday Square-Off public policy television shows. Olsen’s 

opinions have been widely published in such outlets as the Wall Street Journal, USA 

Today, and the National Review, and she has provided testimony before Congress. 

Olsen has been recognized as one of Arizona’s top women in public policy by 

the Arizona Capitol Times. Olsen was previously the director of education policy at the 

Washington D.C.-based Cato Institute, and has served as a transitional house manager 

for the D.C. Coalition for the Homeless.

 Olsen earned a B.S. at the School of Foreign Service at Georgetown University, and 

an M.A. in International Education at New York University. 

DARCY OLSEN
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Christina Hoff Sommers, a former philosophy professor who taught ethics, is probably 

best known for her critique of late-twentieth-century feminism. She is also known for 

her extensive writings, among them Who Stole Feminism? and The War Against Boys. 

Her textbook, Vice and Virtue in Everyday Life, a bestseller in college ethics, is currently 

in its eighth edition. She recently edited The Science on Women and Science and is 

preparing a second edition of The War Against Boys. Hoff Summers has served on 

the boards of the Center for the American Experiment and the Independent Women’s 

Forum, and has instructed at 3 different universities. She holds a Ph.D. in philosophy 

from Brandeis University and a B.A. from New York University.

CHRISTINA HOFF SOMMERS
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Susan M. Collins was first elected to represent Maine in the United States Senate in 

1996. Known for her work in facilitating bipartisan compromise on important issues, 

Senator Collins is a key leader in the United States Congress. Her record shows 

significant legislative accomplishments in critical areas, including homeland security, 

national defense, disaster response, education, business development and health 

care. On July 12, 2012, Senator Collins cast her 5,000th consecutive roll call vote. She 

has never missed a roll call vote during her entire time in the U.S. Senate.

Senator Collins is Ranking Member and former Chairman of the Homeland Security 

and Governmental Affairs Committee, which has jurisdiction over the Department of 

Homeland Security and is the Senate’s chief oversight committee. She also serves on 

the powerful Senate Appropriations Committee, Armed Services Committee, and is 

a member of the Special Committee on Aging. Previously, she served for six years on 

the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. Senator Collins was also the 

first freshman Senator ever to lead the Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations.

SUSAN COLLINS
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Julie Gunlock is the Director of the Women for Food Freedom project at the 

Independent Women’s Forum and also serves as a Senior Fellow covering food 

regulations and culture issues. Before joining the IWF, Gunlock served as a Professional 

Staff Member on the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee 

and on the House Homeland Security Committee, and on the staffs of Ohio Senators 

Mike DeWine and George Voinovich.

Gunlock has written about food and culture for the New York Post, the Washington 

Post, New York Daily News, Forbes, U.S. News & World Report, The Washington 

Times, National Review Magazine, National Interest Magazine, the Tampa Tribune, and 

Townhall.com and is a regular contributor to National Review Online. She has offered 

political commentary on Fox News and is a regular guest on national radio programs 

such as the Sean Hannity Show and the G. Gordon Liddy Show. 

JULIE GUNLOCK
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Sallie James is a policy analyst with Cato’s Herbert A. Stiefel Center for Trade Policy 

Studies. James writes and speaks on a variety of trade topics, with a research 

emphasis on the subject of agricultural trade policy. Before joining Cato in 2006, 

James was an executive officer in the Office of Trade Negotiations in the Australian 

Government’s Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, working on industrials market 

access negotiations. Prior to that she was a Senior Policy Adviser in the Australian 

Government’s Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry. She held numerous 

research and teaching assistant positions while studying. Her articles have been 

published in the San Francisco Chronicle, Orange County Register, the Milwaukee 

Journal Sentinel, the Minneapolis Star Tribune and other American newspapers as well 

as the Australian Journal of Agricultural and Resource Economics and the European 

Review of Agricultural Economics. James has appeared on BBC World, CNBC, MSNBC, 

CNN, Fox News Channel, Bloomberg TV, NPR, and other TV and radio outlets. James 

received her Bachelor of Economics and Master of Economics degrees from the 

University of Adelaide, and her Ph.D. in Agricultural Economics from the University of 

Western Australia.

SALLIE JAMES
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Diane Cohen is general counsel of the Liberty Justice Center. Before joining LJC, 

Cohen served as senior attorney with the Goldwater Institute’s Scharf-Norton Center 

for Constitutional Litigation. Diane spent more than ten years as a trial attorney for 

the City of Chicago Corporation Counsel’s office, where she represented the Chicago 

Police and Fire Departments, handling a variety of constitutional and civil rights 

cases. Prior to working for the City of Chicago, she served as legal counsel to State of 

Illinois Comptroller Loleta Didrickson and as counsel to United States Senator Charles 

Grassley on the Senate Judiciary Committee. Diane began her legal career as an attorney 

for the US Department of Justice and has also worked as an associate in private practice. 

Diane received her J.D. and B.A. from Washington University in St. Louis.

DIANE COHEN
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Edith H. Jones is a judge and former Chief Judge of the United States Court of Appeals 

for the Fifth Circuit. After graduating from the University of Texas School of Law in 

1974, Jones went to work for the firm, Andrews, Kurth, Campbell & Jones, where she 

became thefirm’s first female partner. She specialized in bankruptcy law. President 

Ronald Reagan nominated her to the Fifth Circuit in 1985, when Jones was just 36 

years old. She later became Chief Judge of the Fifth Circuit in 2006. In September 

2012, Jones stepped down from her post as Chief Judge, but continues as an active 

judge on the Court today. 

EDITH JONES
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Carrie Severino is chief counsel and policy director to the Judicial Crisis Network. In 

that capacity she has briefed Senators and Congressmen on judicial nominations, 

appeared on MSNBC, FOX, and C-SPAN, and regularly speaks and writes on judicial 

issues, particularly the Kagan nomination, the federal nomination process, and state 

judicial selection. Until March 2010, she was an Olin/Searle Fellow and a Dean’s Visiting 

Scholar at Georgetown Law Center. She was previously a law clerk to U.S. Supreme 

Court Justice Clarence Thomas and to Judge David B. Sentelle of the U.S. Court of 

Appeals for the D.C. Circuit. She is a graduate of Harvard Law School, cum laude, 

of Duke University, and holds a Master’s degree in Linguistics from Michigan State 

University.

CARRIE SEVERINO
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Victoria Toensing, founding partner of the Washington D.C. law firm diGenova & 

Toensing, LLP, has extensive experience in all three branches of government solving 

problems for individuals, corporations, trade associations, and other organizations. 

She is an internationally-known expert on white collar crime, terrorism, and national 

security and intelligence matters.

Toensing represented “Jane Doe Thompson” in a successful lawsuit against the CIA 

and in 1997, was named Special Counsel by the U.S. House of Representatives to probe 

the International Brotherhood of Teamsters. In 2007, Toensing was retained by the New 

York State Senate to investigate then-Gov. Eliot Spitzer in the Troopergate matter.

As Deputy Assistant Attorney General in the Criminal Division of the U.S. Justice 

Department from 1984-1988, she established Justice’s Terrorism Unit, and supervised 

the Defense Procurement Fraud Unit, savings and loan industry fraud, cases dealing 

with nuclear industry regulation, securities fraud, and fraud and bribery in the 

banking industry. She testified frequently before Congressional Committees. Toensing 

appears frequently on national television and was a legal analyst for MSNBC for the 

impeachment and Senate trial of President Clinton. Toensing received her B.S. from 

Indiana University and graduated cum laude from the University of Detroit Law School.

VICTORIA TOENSING
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Alexandra (Sandy) Liddy Bourne is the Executive Director for the American Energy 

Freedom Center. Prior to joining AEFC, she served as vice president for policy and 

strategy for the Heartland Institute, during which time she acted as Heartland’s 

Washington DC media spokesman and liaison to Heartland’s Legislative Advisors 

(elected officials), donors, and allies.

Bourne started her career as a nurse, receiving a B.S.N. degree from the College 

of New Rochelle, New Rochelle, New York, and an M.S.N. from Catholic University of 

America. From 1986 to 2003 she served as an officer in the U.S. Army Reserves, in the 

Army Nurse Corps. She had been elected to the Fairfax County Soil and Water Board 

in 1993. Bourne currently serves as a member of the Virginia of Land Conservation 

Foundation Board of Trustees by appointment of Speaker Bill Howell, Virginia General 

Assembly. She previously served on the Virginia Board of Agriculture and Consumer 

Services, Virginia Board of Nursing, and as a board director, president, and chairman of 

the Mount Vernon-Lee Chamber of Commerce.
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Angela Logomasini is a senior fellow at the Independent Women’s Forum and at the 

Competitive Enterprise Institute. At CEI, Angela conducts research and analysis on 

environmental regulatory issues. She is co-editor of CEI’s book The Environmental 

Source, and her articles have been published in Wall Street Journal, the New York Post, 

the Washington Times, and other papers. Angela also makes regular appearances on 

media programs. She has appeared on dozens of radio shows, including the Diane 

Rehm Show, CNN Radio, and Radio America. Television appearances include CNBC’s 

Capitol Report, CNN News, and Houston PBS.

Logomasini served as Legislative Assistant to Senator Sam Brownback from 1996-

1998, advising the senator on energy and environmental issues. Before that she was 

Environmental Editor for the Research Institute of America (RIA), where she and 

another editor developed a three-volume environmental compliance desk reference, 

written for RIA affiliate Clark Boardman Callahan. From 1989 to 1994, Angela worked 

for Citizens for a Sound Economy (CSE), serving as Director of Solid Waste Policy for 

a CSE affiliate, Citizens for the Environment and as a policy analyst covering various 

economic issues. Angela Logomasini has a Ph.D. in politics, which she earned at the 

Catholic University of America.
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Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers is Eastern Washington’s chief advocate in Congress and 

one of the rising stars in American politics. She is currently serving her second term 

as Vice Chair of the House Republican Conference, where is the only woman and the 

youngest Member of the elected House Republican Leadership. 

In 2004, Cathy was also selected to serve as the Chairwoman of the National 

Task Force on Improving the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA.) She oversaw 

the NEPA hearings across the country, reviewing the current implementation of the 

Act. In November 2010, she was re-elected by her peers as Vice Chair of the House 

Republican Conference. She was also appointed to the powerful House Energy and 

Commerce Committee. As a member of E&C, she is encouraging the use of American 

resources, including hydropower, to help us become energy independent. Her bipartian 

bill to expand hydropower production, The Hydropower Regulatory Efficiency 

Act, passed the House in July 2012. She is Vice Chair of the Renewable Energy and 

Energy Efficiency Caucus and the Hi Tech Working Group, and is the only Member of 

Congress to give birth twice while in office.
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In response to ongoing abuses of women’s rights, Ayaan Hirsi Ali and her supporters 

established the AHA Foundation in 2007 to help protect and defend the rights of 

women in the West from oppression justified by religion and culture.

The AHA Foundation works to protect and reinforce the basic rights and freedoms 

of women and girls, including security and control of their own bodies, access to an 

education, the ability to work outside the home and control their own income, freedom 

of expression and association, and the myriad other basic civil rights defined under 

the laws of Western democracies and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The 

Foundation is opposed to the adoption of dual legal systems to adjudicate family 

disputes in religious families and supports the separation of all religions and the State. 

The AHA Foundation engages in four primary activities to protect and defend the 

rights of women and girls in the West from oppression committed in the name of 

religion and culture: investigate, inform, influence, and intervene.

AYAAN HIRSI ALI
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Liz Cheney is an attorney and specialist in U.S. Middle East policy. From 2005-2006, 

she was the Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs. In 

this capacity, she was the second-ranking State Department official responsible for 

U.S. policy in the Middle East. Prior to that, Ms. Cheney served as Deputy Assistant 

Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs from 2002 to 2004. She was responsible 

for the establishment of the $300 million Middle East Partnership Initiative to support 

political, economic and educational reform and the empowerment of women in the 

Middle East. Ms. Cheney practiced law at White & Case LLP in the area of international 

project finance from 1996 to 1999. From 1999 to 2002 she served on assignment with 

the International Finance Corporation, a member of the World Bank Group. She is 

also a member of the International Board of Visitors at the University of Wyoming, 

and chairman of the board of the Institute for the Study of War in Washington, DC. 

Ms. Cheney earned her law degree from the University of Chicago in 1996 and her 

bachelor’s degree from the Colorado College in 1988. 
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Mackenzie Eaglen has worked on defense issues in the U.S. Congress, both House and 

Senate, and at the Pentagon in the Office of the Secretary of Defense and on the Joint 

Staff. She specializes in defense strategy, budget, military readiness and the defense 

industrial base. In 2010, Ms. Eaglen served as a staff member of the congressionally 

mandated Quadrennial Defense Review Independent Panel, a bipartisan, blue-ribbon 

commission established to assess the Pentagon›s major defense strategy. A prolific 

writer on defense related issues, she has also testified before Congress. Eaglen has 

worked as a Research Fellow for National Security Studies at The Heritage Foundation, 

as Principal Defense Adviser to Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine), and as a Presidential 

Management Fellow at the United States Department of Defense. She holds an M.A. 

from the School of Foreign Service, Georgetown University, and a B.A. from Mercer 

University.
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Rachel Hoff is recognized as one of the preeminent young conservative leaders in 

Washington, D.C. She serves as Director of External Affairs for the Foreign Policy 

Initiative in Washington, D.C. Rachel worked previously on Capitol Hill as a Legislative 

Assistant and Research Analyst for Congressman Mac Thornberry (R-Texas), focusing 

specifically on foreign affairs and national security issues. Prior to that, she worked 

at the American Enterprise Institute (AEI), doing research with several of AEI’s 

prominent foreign policy experts on issues in the Middle East, democracy promotion, 

anti-terrorism strategies, and weapons nonproliferation. Rachel was born and raised 

on a U.S. military base near Tokyo, Japan. She has also lived abroad in England and 

Ireland. She holds a B.A. from Tufts University in Political Science and Philosophy and 

a Certificate in Irish Politics from the University College of Cork. In 2004, Rachel was 

awarded the Dan Dutko Fellowship for public policy, which brought her to Washington. 
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Malou Innocent is a Foreign Policy Analyst at the Cato Institute. She is a member of the 

International Institute for Strategic Studies, and her primary research interests include 

Middle East and Persian Gulf security issues and U.S. foreign policy toward Pakistan, 

Afghanistan, and China. She has appeared as a guest analyst on CNN, BBC News, Fox 

News Channel, Al Jazeera, Voice of America, CNBC Asia, and Reuters. Innocent has 

published reviews and articles on national security and international affairs in journals 

such as Survival, Congressional Quarterly, and Harvard International Review. She has 

also written for Foreign Policy, Wall Street Journal Asia, Christian Science Monitor, 

Armed Forces Journal, the Guardian, Huffington Post, the Washington Times, and 

other outlets both in the United States and overseas. She earned dual Bachelor of Arts 

degrees in Mass Communications and Political Science from the University of California 

at Berkeley, and a Master of Arts degree in International Relations from the University 

of Chicago.
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Melanie Kirkpatrick is a Senior Fellow at Hudson Institute. She is a writer-journalist 

based in Connecticut and New York City. She contributes reviews and commentary to 

various publications, including the opinion pages of the Wall Street Journal, for which 

she worked from 1980 to 2009. Her most recent book is Escape from North Korea: The 

Untold Story of Asia’s Underground Railroad. As a Deputy Editor at the Wall Street 

Journal from 2006-2009, she was responsible for the editorial page’s coverage of 

international issues and oversaw the opinion pages in Asia and Europe, the Far Eastern 

Economic Review and the U.S. columnists on foreign affairs. She wrote editorials 

and op-ed articles on foreign affairs. Kirkpatrick was co-editor of several editions of 

the Index of Economic Freedom. She received a bachelor’s degree from Princeton 

University and a master’s degree in English from the University of Toronto. She was a 

Gannett Newspaper Foundation Fellow in Asian studies at the University of Hawaii. She 

is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations; a trustee of Princeton in Asia, an 

internship program in Asia for young graduates of American universities; and a director 

of the America for Bulgaria Foundation.
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As a long-time Senate Committee on Foreign Relation senior professional staff 

member for the Near East and South Asia, Danielle Pletka was the point person on 

Middle East, Pakistan, India and Afghanistan issues. As the vice president for foreign 

and defense policy studies at the American Enterprise Institute, Pletka writes on 

national security matters with a focus on Iran and weapons proliferation, the Middle 

East, Syria, Israel and the Arab Spring. She also studies and writes about South Asia: 

Pakistan, India and Afghanistan. Pletka is the co-editor of “Dissent and Reform in the 

Arab World: Empowering Democrats” and the co-author of “Containing and Deterring 

a Nuclear Iran.” Her most recent study, “Iranian influence in the Levant, Egypt, Iraq, 

and Afghanistan,” was published in May 2012. She is currently working on a follow-up 

report on U.S.–Iranian competitive strategies in the Middle East, to be published in the 

fall of 2012. She holds an M.A. from the School of Advanced International Studies at 

Johns Hopkins University and a B.A. from Smith College.
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Tammy Bruce is a radio talk show host, New York Times bestselling author, blogger, 

Fox News Political Contributor and columnist at Newsmax.com and The Guardian 

newspaper. 

A free-speech and Second Amendment advocate, an important contributor 

to her position on the issue comes from her experience as a radio talk show host. 

The “Tammy Bruce Show” premiered in 1993 in Los Angeles and was nationally 

syndicated in 2005, enjoying over 200 terrestrial affiliates. In 2009, in a move to gain 

more freedom, Ms. Bruce took her radio show independent, making it an exclusively 

New Media program available online and via podcast. Tammy Radio remains the #1 

program on the worldwide internet radio hub TalkStreamLive for 3 consecutive years. 

In addition to her media work, Ms. Bruce speaks to a variety of groups nationwide, 

and has authored three books, with a fourth book forthcoming. A native of Los 

Angeles, Ms. Bruce holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science from the University 

of Southern California, from which she graduated cum laude. Currently she is a Ph.D. 

candidate at Claremont Graduate University. 
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Kay S. Hymowitz is the William E. Simon Fellow at the Manhattan Institute and a 

contributing editor of City Journal. She writes extensively on childhood, family issues, 

poverty, and cultural change in America. Hymowitz is the author of 4 books including 

Marriage and Caste in America: Separate and Unequal Families in a Post-Marital Age 

and Liberation’s Children: Parents and Kids in a Postmodern Age. Her newest book, 

Manning Up: How the Rise of Women Is Turning Men Into Boys, was published by Basic 

Books in March, 2011. Ms. Hymowitz has also written for many major publications 

including The New York Times, the Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, The 

New Republic, New York Newsday, The Public Interest, The Wilson Quarterly, and 

Commentary. She sits on the board of the journal National Affairs and of Future of 

Children, a publication of the Brookings Institute and the Woodrow Wilson School. 

She has also discussed her work on numerous radio and television programs. A native 

of Philadelphia, Hymowitz has degrees in English literature from Brandeis, Tufts, and 

Columbia University.

KAY HYMOWITZ

Independent Women’s Forum l www.iwf.org

All Issues Are Women’s Issues

ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT
FOREIGN POLICY, 

HUMAN RIGHTS, AND DEFENSE

HEALTH CARE AND  
MENTAL HEALTH

RELIGION AND CULTURE

HUMANITIES 
AND EDUCATION

COMMUNICATIONS 
AND OUTREACH

AGRICULTURE,  
FOOD, TRADE

JUSTICE

ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT
FOREIGN POLICY, 

HUMAN RIGHTS, AND DEFENSE

HEALTH CARE AND  
MENTAL HEALTH

RELIGION AND CULTURE

HUMANITIES 
AND EDUCATION

COMMUNICATIONS 
AND OUTREACH

AGRICULTURE,  
FOOD, TRADE

JUSTICE

WOMEN CANDIDATES FOR HIGH OFFICE
Isn’t this what NOW had in mind?

http://www.manhattan-institute.org/html/hymowitz.htm


Independent Women’s Forum l www.iwf.org

All Issues Are Women’s Issues

As director of domestic policy studies at The Heritage Foundation, Jennifer A. Marshall 

oversees research in areas that determine the character of our culture: education, 

marriage, family, religion and civil society. Marshall heads the think tank’s Richard and 

Helen DeVos Center for Religion and Civil Society, where researchers examine the 

role that religion, family and community play in society and public policy. She also 

oversees FamilyFacts.org. Marshall contributes a regular column to the McClatchy-

Tribune news wire, has spoken at national and international forums, testified before 

Congress and appeared on numerous radio and television shows. She is the author 

of Now and Not Yet: Making Sense of Single Life in the Twenty-First Century. The 

book evaluates the cultural, practical and spiritual issues that marriage-minded young 

women confront as the age of first marriage continues to rise in America. Marshall 

holds a master’s degree in statecraft and world politics from the Washington-based 

Institute of World Politics and a bachelor’s degree in French from Wheaton College in 

Wheaton, Ill., where she also earned teacher’s certification.
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Emily Esfahani Smith is the editor of the pop-culture blog Acculturated, associate 

editor of The New Criterion, and managing editor of the Hoover Institution 

journal Defining Ideas. Her writings have appeared in the Wall Street Journal, The New 

Criterion, The Daily Beast, the Atlantic, and The Washington Times. Emily contributed a 

chapter titled “Performance Art: The Faux Creativity of Lady Gaga” to Acculturated, a 

book published in 2011 by Templeton Press. A graduate of Dartmouth College, she was 

editor of The Dartmouth Review.
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Karlyn Bowman compiles and analyzes American public opinion using available polling 

data on a variety of subjects, including the economy, taxes, the state of workers in 

America, environment and global warming, attitudes about homosexuality and gay 

marriage, NAFTA and free trade, the war in Iraq, and women’s attitudes. In addition, 

Ms. Bowman has studied and spoken about the evolution of American politics because 

of key demographic and geographic changes. She has often lectured on the role of 

think tanks in the United States and writes a weekly column for Forbes.com. She has 

been a contributor at “Datapoints,” in The American, “POLLitics” in Roll Call, and an 

editor, for “Opinion Pulse,” The American Enterprise and Public Opinion. Bowman 

was a fellow at the Institute of Politics at the JFK School of Government at Harvard 

University and earned her B.A. at the University of Wisconsin.
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Mona Charen is a syndicated columnist and political analyst living in the Washington, 

D.C., area. She began her career at National Review magazine, where Mona Charen 

served as editorial assistant. In 1984, Mona Charen joined the White House staff, 

serving first as Nancy Reagan’s speechwriter and later as associate director of the 

Office of Public Liaison, helping to craft the president’s overall communications 

strategy. In 1986, Mona Charen left the White House to join the presidential quest of 

then-Congressman Jack Kemp as a speechwriter.

Mona Charen launched her syndicated column in 1987, and it has become one of 

the fastest-growing columns in the industry. It is featured in more than 200 papers. 

Mona Charen is the author of two best sellers: Useful Idiots: How Liberals Got it Wrong 

in the Cold War and Still Blame America First and Do-Gooders: How Liberals Harm 

Those They Claim to Help — and the Rest of Us. She received her undergraduate 

degree at Barnard College, Columbia University, with honors, and also holds a degree 

in law from George Washington University.
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Crowley is currently a Fox News political and international affairs analyst and the host 

of the radio show “The Monica Crowley Show,” which began in 2002 on WABC radio in 

New York. In March 2006, in a deal with Westwood One Radio network, the show went 

national. Previously, Crowley served as a foreign policy assistant to former President 

Richard Nixon and went on to become a commentator on NPR’s “Morning Edition.” 

Later, she joined MSNBC and worked as a political analyst and co-host of “Connected: 

Coast to Coast.” She has written for a number of publications including The New 

Yorker, The Wall Street Journal, The Los Angeles Times, The Baltimore Sun and The 

New York Post. She also has two best-selling books, Nixon off the Record: His Candid 

Commentary on People and Politics and Nixon in the Winter. A graduate of Colgate 

University with a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science, Crowley went on to receive two 

Masters Degrees and a Ph. D. in International Affairs from Columbia University.
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Mara Liasson is the national political correspondent for NPR. Her reports can be heard 

regularly on NPR’s award-winning newsmagazines All Things Considered and Morning 

Edition. Liasson provides extensive coverage of politics and policy from Washington, 

DC — focusing on the White House and Congress — and also reports on political trends 

beyond the Beltway. During her tenure she has covered five presidential elections — in 

1992, 1996, 2000, 2004 and 2008. Prior to her current assignment, Liasson was NPR’s 

White House correspondent for all eight years of the Clinton administration. She has 

won the White House Correspondents Association’s Merriman Smith Award for daily 

news coverage in 1994, 1995, and again in 1997. From 1989-1992 Liasson was NPR’s 

congressional correspondent. Liasson joined NPR in 1985 as a general assignment 

reporter and newscaster. Prior to joining NPR, Liasson was a freelance radio and 

television reporter in San Francisco. She was also managing editor and anchor of 

California Edition, a California Public Radio nightly news program, and a print journalist 

for The Vineyard Gazette in Martha’s Vineyard, Mass. Liasson is a graduate of Brown 

University where she earned a bachelor’s degree in American history

Independent Women’s Forum l www.iwf.org

All Issues Are Women’s Issues

MARA LIASSON

Independent Women’s Forum l www.iwf.org

All Issues Are Women’s Issues

ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT
FOREIGN POLICY, 

HUMAN RIGHTS, AND DEFENSE

HEALTH CARE AND  
MENTAL HEALTH

RELIGION AND CULTURE

HUMANITIES 
AND EDUCATION

COMMUNICATIONS 
AND OUTREACH

AGRICULTURE,  
FOOD, TRADE

JUSTICE

BUDGET, BUSINESS, ECONOMY

WOMEN CANDIDATES FOR HIGH OFFICE
Isn’t this what NOW had in mind?

http://www.npr.org/people/1930401/mara-liasson


Brooke L. Rollins is the President & CEO of the Texas Public Policy Foundation, one of 

the nation’s premier free market think tanks. A public policy research institute based in 

Austin, Texas, the Foundation has provided the ideas and research for true state based 

reform in education, taxes, tort reform, deregulation, criminal justice, health care and 

many other issues since 1989. Rollins’ leadership has helped guide the growth of the 

Foundation, a $5 million organization with 30 employees.

Before joining the Foundation, Rollins served as Governor Rick Perry’s Deputy 

General Counsel, and later as his Policy Director. She managed the Governor’s Policy 

Division and all policy issues including education, transportation, natural resources, 

agriculture, criminal justice, economic development, health and human services, and 

insurance.

She attended Texas A&M University and graduated cum laude with a Bachelor 

of Science degree in Agriculture Development. She graduated with honors from the 

University of Texas School of Law
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Alexandra Brandon Stoddard is an associate editor of The Hill newspaper and a 

contributor to the paper’s Pundits Blog. Previously, she worked for The Hill as a 

Congressional reporter from 1995 to 1999. In 1999 she moved to ABC News, where she 

worked as a producer for World News Tonight and covered the U.S. Senate.

Stoddard has also contributed to the Boston Globe, Congressional Quarterly and 

The Federal Paper. She currently is a contributor to Fox News Sunday and Fox News 

Channel, and also appears frequently on MSNBC, Fox News, CNN, PBS, HBO, BBC, 

CSPAN and Court TV. Stoddard graduated from Connecticut College in 1991.

A.B. STODDARD
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Kimberley A. Strassel is a member of Wall Street Journal Editorial Board, based in 

Washington. Since 2007 she has written the Potomac Watch column. She joined 

the editorial page in 1999 as an assistant editorial features editor for The Wall Street 

Journal after covering real estate for Journal’s news pages and spending four years in 

London writing about technology for the Wall Street Journal Europe. She joined the 

Editorial Board in 2005. Ms. Strassel is a graduate of Princeton University.
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As director of the Coalition Relations Department, at the Heritage Foundation Bridgett 

Wagner serves as The Heritage Foundation’s liaison to policy organizations, experts 

and activists at the state, national and international level.

She advises other think tanks on ways to advance their policy prescriptions and 

builds support for the Heritage’s policy research agenda “beyond the Beltway.”

Wagner organizes Heritage’s annual Resource Bank meeting, a gathering of 

hundreds of conservative groups from across the nation and around the world to meet 

and discuss strategy. She also oversees the publication of a quarterly magazine, The 

Insider, and its online companion site, InsiderOnline.org.

In addition to her Heritage duties, Wagner serves on the Board of Trustees of 

the University of Dallas and is a director of State Policy Network, the International 

Policy Network and the Dominican Foundation. She sits on the advisory boards of the 

Benjamin Rush Society, the National Civic Arts Society, Talent Market, the Council on 

Public Policy in Germany and the Adriatic Institute for Public Policy in Croatia. She is a 

member of the Mont Pelerin Society and the Philadelphia Society.

Wagner, originally from Richardson, Texas, holds a bachelor’s degree in economics 

from the University of Dallas. She resides in Washington, D.C.

BRIDGETT WAGNER
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Romina Boccia, an economist, is research coordinator for the Roe Institute for 

Economic Policy Studies at the Heritage Foundation. Boccia works on a wide range 

of economic issues, including federal spending, taxes, entitlements, energy and 

environment, and regulation. She is among the authors of two of Heritage’s most visual 

and popular reports: Federal Budget in Pictures and Federal Spending by the Numbers.

Boccia has been published and quoted in magazines and newspapers such as The 

Atlantic, The Washington Times, The Washington Examiner and The Orange County 

Register, and by online news venues such as Townhall.com and TheDaily.com. Before 

joining Heritage in May 2011, she worked as a policy analyst at the Independent 

Women’s Forum and interned at the Cato Institute’s Center for Trade Policy Studies. 

Boccia received her master’s degree in economics from George Mason University 

(GMU) in Fairfax, Va. She also holds a bachelor of science degree in economics from 

GMU, where she minored in data analysis and was honored with the Richard J. Ernst 

Award for Scholastic Achievement.
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Diana Furchtgott-Roth is a senior fellow at the Manhattan Institute. She is a 

contributing editor of RealClearMarkets.com, and a columnist for the Washington 

Examiner, MarketWatch.com, and Tax Notes. From 2003 to 2005, Ms. Furchtgott-

Roth was chief economist of the U.S. Department of Labor. From 2001 to 2002 she 

served as chief of staff of President George W. Bush’s Council of Economic Advisers. 

Ms. Furchtgott-Roth served as deputy executive director of the Domestic Policy 

Council and associate director of the Office of Policy Planning in the White House 

under President George H.W. Bush from 1991 to 1993, and she was an economist on 

the staff of President Reagan’s Council of Economic Advisers from 1986 to 1987. Ms. 

Furchtgott-Roth is the author of Regulating to Disaster: How Green Jobs Policies 

are Damaging America’s Economy and Women’s Figures: An Illustrated Guide to the 

Economic Progress of Women in America. She is the editor of Overcoming Barriers to 

Entrepreneurship in the United States. Furchtgott-Roth’s articles have been published 

widely in papers like the New York Times and the Wall Street Journal, and she appears 

frequently on television. She received her B.A. in economics from Swarthmore College 

and her M.Phil. in economics from Oxford University.

DIANA FURCHTGOTT-ROTH
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Congresswoman Mary Bono Mack was first elected in 1998 to serve the people of 

California’s 45th District through a special election held to fill the seat left vacant 

by her late husband. Since then, Bono Mack has established herself as a leader on 

critically important issues such as online privacy, data security, intellectual property 

protection, telecommunications, regulatory reform, consumer protection, domestic 

energy production, and environmental protection. Bono Mack also has been an 

outspoken proponent of dramatically reducing our nation’s debt by cutting excessive 

and wasteful government spending, and she’s been a champion of small businesses, 

the backbone of the U.S. economy.

As a senior Member of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, the 

Congresswoman was chosen to serve as Chairman of the Subcommittee on 

Commerce, Manufacturing and Trade for the 112th Congress. Her selection as Chairman 

was historic, making the Congresswoman the first Republican woman in history to hold 

a gavel on the powerful Energy and Commerce Committee, one of the oldest standing 

committees in the U.S. House of Representatives dating back to 1795.

MARY BONO MACK
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Maya MacGuineas is the President of the Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget. 

Maya testifies regularly before Congress and has published broadly, including articles 

in The Atlantic Monthly, The Washington Post, The New York Times, the Financial Times 

and the Los Angeles Times. Once dubbed “an anti-deficit warrior” by The Wall Street 

Journal, Maya comments often on broadcast news and is widely cited by the national 

press. In the spring of 2009 Maya did a stint on The Washington Post editorial board, 

covering economic and fiscal policy.

MacGuiness has worked at the Brookings Institution and on Wall Street. As a 

political independent, she has advised numerous candidates for office from both 

parties, and works regularly with members of Congress on health, economic, tax, 

and budget policy. She serves on the boards of a number of national, nonpartisan 

organizations and received her Master in Public Policy from the John F. Kennedy 

School of Government at Harvard University.

MAYA MacGUINEAS
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Veronique de Rugy is a senior research fellow at the Mercatus Center at George 

Mason University. Her primary research interests include the U.S. economy, federal 

budget, homeland security, taxation, tax competition, and financial privacy issues. Her 

popular weekly charts, published by the Mercatus Center, address economic issues 

ranging from lessons on creating sustainable economic growth to the implications 

of government tax and fiscal policies. She has testified numerous times in front of 

Congress on the effects of fiscal stimulus, debt and deficits, and regulation on the 

economy. Her charts, articles, and commentary have been featured in a wide range of 

media outlets including the Reality Check segment on Bloomberg Television’s Street 

Smart, New York Times’ Room for Debate, Washington Post, Wall Street Journal, CNN 

International, Stossel, 20/20, C-SPAN’s Washington Journal, and Fox News.

She is a former resident fellow at the American Enterprise Institute, policy analyst 

at the Cato Institute, and research fellow at the Atlas Economic Research Foundation. 

Dr. de Rugy received her MA in economics from the University of Paris IX-Dauphine 

and her Ph.D. in economics from the University of Paris Pantheon-Sorbonne and did 

post-doctorate work on tax revolt at George Mason University. 

VERONIQUE RUGY
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Margaret “Meg” Whitman is president and CEO of Hewlett-Packard. Previously, she 

served as president and CEO of eBay for ten years.At eBay, Whitman oversaw a huge 

expansion: from 30 employees and $4 million in annual revenue to more than 15,000 

employees and $8 billion in annual revenue.

Before eBay, Whitman served as an executive for DreamWorks, Procter & Gamble, 

and Hasbro. She was vice president of strategic planning at The Walt Disney Company 

throughout the 1980’s.

In February 2009, Whitman began her campaign for the office of Governor of 

California.  She won the Republican primary in June 2010, but lost the general election 

to Jerry Brown. Whitman holds an undergraduate degree from Princeton University 

and an M.B.A. from Harvard Business School.

MEG WHITMAN
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